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SUMMARY
The League of Arab States* adopted the Arab Charter on Human Rights in 
May 2004.  It affirms many of the rights enshrined in the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights; however, there have been many critics of the docu-
ment, including the United Nations.  Many critics state that the charter does 
not push far enough to secure rights for women and non-citizens and allows 
for children to be subject to the death penalty.

*The League of Arab States (also known as the Arab League) is an organization of 
states in the Middle East and North Africa. It was founded in 1945 and as of 2018, 
has 22 member states.  The goal of the organization is to safeguard the sovereignty of 
the League’s states and to promote cooperation throughout the region.

SOURCE
“Arab Charter on Human Rights,” University of Minnesota Human Rights 
Library, http://hrlibrary.umn.edu/instree/loas2005.html.
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DOCUMENT TEXT
Note: Parts of this document have been removed for length. […] indicates that text has been removed.

Based on the faith of the Arab nation in the dignity of the human person whom God has exalted ever since the 
beginning of creation and in the fact that the Arab homeland is the cradle of religions and civilizations whose 
lofty human values affirm the human right to a decent life based on freedom, justice and equality, 

In furtherance of the eternal principles of fraternity, equality and tolerance among human beings consecrated by 
the noble Islamic religion and the other divinely-revealed religions, 

Being proud of the humanitarian values and principles that the Arab nation has established throughout its long 
history, which have played a major role in spreading knowledge between East and West, so making the region a 
point of reference for the whole world and a destination for seekers of knowledge and wisdom, 

Believing in the unity of the Arab nation, which struggles for its freedom and defends the right of nations to 
self-determination, to the preservation of their wealth and to development; believing in the sovereignty of the 
law and its contribution to the protection of universal and interrelated human rights and convinced that the hu-
man person’s enjoyment of freedom, justice and equality of opportunity is a fundamental measure of the value 
of any society, […]

The States parties to the Charter have agreed as follows:

Article 1
The present Charter seeks, within the context of the national identity of the Arab States and their sense of belong-
ing to a common civilization, to achieve the following aims:
1. To place human rights at the centre of the key national concerns of Arab States, making them lofty and fun-

damental ideals that shape the will of the individual in Arab States and enable him to improve his life in 
accordance with noble human values.

2. To teach the human person in the Arab States pride in his identity, loyalty to his country, attachment to his 
land, history and common interests and to instill in him a culture of human brotherhood, tolerance and 
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openness towards others, in accordance with universal principles and values and with those proclaimed in 
international human rights instruments.

3. To prepare the new generations in Arab States for a free and responsible life in a civil society that is char-
acterized by solidarity, founded on a balance between awareness of rights and respect for obligations, and 
governed by the values of equality, tolerance and moderation.

4. To entrench the principle that all human rights are universal, indivisible, interdependent  and interrelated.

Article 2
1. All peoples have the right of self-determination and to control over their natural wealth and resources, and 

the right to freely choose their political system and to freely pursue their economic, social and cultural de-
velopment.

2. All peoples have the right to national sovereignty and territorial integrity.
3. All forms of racism, Zionism and foreign occupation and domination constitute an impediment to human 

dignity and a major barrier to the exercise of the fundamental rights of peoples; all such practices must be 
condemned and efforts must be deployed for their elimination.

4. All peoples have the right to resist foreign occupation.

Article 3
1. Each State party to the present Charter undertakes to ensure to all individuals subject to its jurisdiction the 

right to enjoy the rights and freedoms set forth herein, without distinction on grounds of race, colour, sex, 
language, religious belief, opinion, thought, national or social origin, wealth, birth or physical or mental 
disability. […]

3. Men and women are equal in respect of human dignity, rights and obligations within the framework of the 
positive discrimination established in favour of women by the Islamic Shariah, other divine laws and by 
applicable laws and legal instruments. […]

Article 4
1. In exceptional situations of emergency which threaten the life of the nation and the existence of which is 

officially proclaimed, the States parties to the present Charter may take measures derogating from their 
obligations under the present Charter, to the extent strictly required by the exigencies of the situation, pro-
vided that such measures are not inconsistent with their other obligations under international law and do 
not involve discrimination solely on the grounds of race, colour, sex, language, religion or social origin. […]

Article 5
1. Every human being has the inherent right to life. […]

Article 6
Sentence of death may be imposed only for the most serious crimes in accordance with the laws in force at the 
time of commission of the crime and pursuant to a final judgment rendered by a competent court. […] 

Article 7
1. Sentence of death shall not be imposed on persons under 18 years of age, unless otherwise stipulated in the 

laws in force at the time of the commission of the crime.
2. The death penalty shall not be inflicted on a pregnant woman prior to her delivery or on a nursing mother 

within two years from the date of her delivery; in all cases, the best interests of the infant shall be the primary 
consideration.

Article 8
1. No one shall be subjected to physical or psychological torture or to cruel, degrading, humiliating or inhuman 

treatment. […]

Article 9
No one shall be subjected to medical or scientific experimentation or to the use of his organs without his free con-
sent and full awareness of the consequences and provided that ethical, humanitarian and professional rules are 
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followed and medical procedures are observed to ensure his personal safety pursuant to the relevant domestic 
laws in force in each State party. Trafficking in human organs is prohibited in all circumstances.

Article 10
1. All forms of slavery and trafficking in human beings are prohibited and are punishable by law. No one shall 

be held in slavery and servitude under any circumstances.
2. Forced labor, trafficking in human beings for the purposes of prostitution or sexual exploitation, the exploita-

tion of the prostitution of others or any other form of exploitation or the exploitation of children in armed 
conflict are prohibited.

Article 11
All persons are equal before the law and have the right to enjoy its protection without discrimination.

Article 12
All persons are equal before the courts and tribunals. […]

Article 13
1. Everyone has the right to a fair trial that affords adequate guarantees before a competent, independent and 

impartial court that has been constituted by law to hear any criminal charge against him or to decide on his 
rights or his obligations. […]

Article 14
1. Everyone has the right to liberty and security of person. No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, search 

or detention without a legal warrant. […]

Article 15
No crime and no penalty can be established without a prior provision of the law. In all circumstances, the law 
most favorable to the defendant shall be applied.

Article 16
Everyone charged with a criminal offence shall be presumed innocent until proved guilty by a final judgment 
rendered according to law […]

Article 17
Each State party shall ensure in particular to any child at risk or any delinquent charged with an offence the right 
to a special legal system for minors in all stages of investigation, trial and enforcement of sentence, as well as to 
special treatment that takes account of his age, protects his dignity, facilitates his rehabilitation and reintegration 
and enables him to play a constructive role in society. […]

Article 20
1. All persons deprived of their liberty shall be treated with humanity and with respect for the inherent dignity 

of the human person. […]

Article 21
1. No one shall be subjected to arbitrary or unlawful interference with regard to his privacy, family, home or 

correspondence, nor to unlawful attacks on his honour or his reputation. […]

Article 22
Everyone shall have the right to recognition as a person before the law. […]

Article 23
Each State party to the present Charter undertakes to ensure that any person whose rights or freedoms as herein 
recognized are violated shall have an effective remedy, notwithstanding that the violation has been committed 
by persons acting in an official capacity.
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Article 24
Every citizen has the right:
1. To freely pursue a political activity.
2. To take part in the conduct of public affairs, directly or through freely chosen representatives.
3. To stand for election or choose his representatives in free and impartial elections, in conditions of equality 

among all citizens that guarantee the free expression of his will.
4. To the opportunity to gain access, on an equal footing with others, to public office in his country in accor-

dance with the principle of equality of opportunity.
5. To freely form and join associations with others.
6. To freedom of association and peaceful assembly. […]

Article 25
Persons belonging to minorities shall not be denied the right to enjoy their own culture, to use their own lan-
guage and to practice their own religion. […]

Article 28
Everyone has the right to seek political asylum in another country in order to escape persecution. This right may 
not be invoked by persons facing prosecution for an offence under ordinary law. Political refugees may not be 
extradited.

Article 29
1. Everyone has the right to nationality. No one shall be arbitrarily or unlawfully deprived of his nationality. 

[…]

Article 30
1. Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion and no restrictions may be imposed 

on the exercise of such freedoms except as provided for by law.
2. The freedom to manifest one’s religion or beliefs or to perform religious observances, either alone or in com-

munity with others, shall be subject only to such limitations as are prescribed by law and are necessary in a 
tolerant society […]

Article 31
Everyone has a guaranteed right to own private property, and shall not under any circumstances be arbitrarily 
or unlawfully divested of all or any part of his property.

Article 32
1. The present Charter guarantees the right to information and to freedom of opinion and expression, as well as 

the right to seek, receive and impart information and ideas through any medium, regardless of geographical 
boundaries.

2. Such rights and freedoms shall be exercised in conformity with the fundamental values of society […] 

Article 33
1. The family is the natural and fundamental group unit of society; it is based on marriage between a man and 

a woman. […] 

Article 34
1. The right to work is a natural right of every citizen. […]

Article 35
1. Every individual has the right to freely form trade unions or to join trade unions and to freely pursue trade 

union activity for the protection of his interests. […]

Article 38
Every person has the right to an adequate standard of living for himself and his family, which ensures their 
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well-being and a decent life, including food, clothing, housing, services and the right to a healthy environment. 
[…]

Article 39
1. The States parties recognize the right of every member of society to the enjoyment of the highest attainable 

standard of physical and mental health and the right of the citizen to free basic health-care services and to 
have access to medical facilities without discrimination of any kind. […]

Article 40
1. The States parties undertake to ensure to persons with mental or physical disabilities a decent life that guar-

antees their dignity, and to enhance their self-reliance and facilitate their active participation in society. […]

Article 41
1. The eradication of illiteracy is a binding obligation upon the State and everyone has the right to education. 

[…]

Article 42
1. Every person has the right to take part in cultural life and to enjoy the benefits of scientific progress and its 

application. […]




