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SUMMARY
Held in June 1993, the World Conference on Human Rights was the first hu-
man rights conference following the end of the Cold War.  At the conference, 
171 UN member states adopted the Vienna Declaration and Programme of 
Action, which strengthened the instruments for human rights monitoring.  
The declaration also emphasized the need for speedy ratification of human 
rights instruments and created the post of UN High Commissioner for Hu-
man Rights. 

In particular, the World Conference highlighted women’s rights, indigenous 
peoples’ rights, and minority rights.

SOURCE
“Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action,” United Nations High Com-
missioner for Human Rights, https://www.ohchr.org/en/professionalinter-
est/pages/vienna.aspx.
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DOCUMENT TEXT
Note: Parts of this document have been removed for length. […] indicates that text has been removed.

The World Conference on Human Rights ,

Considering that the promotion and protection of human rights is a matter of priority for the international 
community, and that the Conference affords a unique opportunity to carry out a comprehensive analysis of the 
international human rights system and of the machinery for the protection of human rights, in order to enhance 
and thus promote a fuller observance of those rights, in a just and balanced manner,

Recognizing and affirming that all human rights derive from the dignity and worth inherent in the human per-
son, and that the human person is the central subject of human rights and fundamental freedoms, and conse-
quently should be the principal beneficiary and should participate actively in the realization of these rights and 
freedoms, […]

Solemnly adopts the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action.

I
1.	 The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms the solemn commitment of all States to fulfil their obliga-

tions to promote universal respect for, and observance and protection of, all human rights and fundamental 
freedoms for all in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, other instruments relating to human 
rights, and international law. The universal nature of these rights and freedoms is beyond question. […]

2.	 All peoples have the right of self-determination. By virtue of that right they freely determine their political 
status, and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural development.
Taking into account the particular situation of peoples under colonial or other forms of alien domination 
or foreign occupation, the World Conference on Human Rights recognizes the right of peoples to take any 
legitimate action, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, to realize their inalienable right of 
self-determination. […]

4.	 The promotion and protection of all human rights and fundamental freedoms must be considered as a prior-
ity objective of the United Nations in accordance with its purposes and principles, in particular the purpose 
of international cooperation. […]

Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action
World Conference on Human Rights (UN), 1993
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5.	 All human rights are universal, indivisible and interdependent and interrelated. The international commu-
nity must treat human rights globally in a fair and equal manner, on the same footing, and with the same 
emphasis. […]

6.	 The efforts of the United Nations system towards the universal respect for, and observance of, human rights 
and fundamental freedoms for all, contribute to the stability and well-being necessary for peaceful and 
friendly relations among nations, and to improved conditions for peace and security as well as social and 
economic development, in conformity with the Charter of the United Nations.

7.	 The processes of promoting and protecting human rights should be conducted in conformity with the pur-
poses and principles of the Charter of the United Nations, and international law.

8.	 Democracy, development and respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms are interdependent and 
mutually reinforcing. […]

9.	 The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms that least developed countries committed to the process 
of democratization and economic reforms, many of which are in Africa, should be supported by the interna-
tional community in order to succeed in their transition to democracy and economic development.

10.	 The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms the right to development, as established in the Declara-
tion on the Right to Development, as a universal and inalienable right and an integral part of fundamental 
human rights. […]

11.	 The right to development should be fulfilled so as to meet equitably the developmental and environmental 
needs of present and future generations. […]

12.	 The World Conference on Human Rights calls upon the international community to make all efforts to help 
alleviate the external debt burden of developing countries, in order to supplement the efforts of the Govern-
ments of such countries to attain the full realization of the economic, social and cultural rights of their people.

13.	 There is a need for States and international organizations, in cooperation with non-governmental organiza-
tions, to create favourable conditions at the national, regional and international levels to ensure the full and 
effective enjoyment of human rights. States should eliminate all violations of human rights and their causes, 
as well as obstacles to the enjoyment of these rights.

14.	 The existence of widespread extreme poverty inhibits the full and effective enjoyment of human rights; its 
immediate alleviation and eventual elimination must remain a high priority for the international community.

15.	 Respect for human rights and for fundamental freedoms without distinction of any kind is a fundamental 
rule of international human rights law. The speedy and comprehensive elimination of all forms of racism and 
racial discrimination, xenophobia and related intolerance is a priority task for the international community. 
[…]

16.	 The World Conference on Human Rights welcomes the progress made in dismantling apartheid and calls 
upon the international community and the United Nations system to assist in this process. […]

17.	 The acts, methods and practices of terrorism in all its forms and manifestations as well as linkage in some 
countries to drug trafficking are activities aimed at the destruction of human rights, fundamental freedoms 
and democracy, threatening territorial integrity, security of States and destabilizing legitimately constituted 
Governments. The international community should take the necessary steps to enhance cooperation to pre-
vent and combat terrorism.

18.	 The human rights of women and of the girl-child are an inalienable, integral and indivisible part of univer-
sal human rights. The full and equal participation of women in political, civil, economic, social and cultural 
life, at the national, regional and international levels, and the eradication of all forms of discrimination on 
grounds of sex are priority objectives of the international community. […]

19.	 […]The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms the obligation of States to ensure that persons belong-
ing to minorities may exercise fully and effectively all human rights and fundamental freedoms without any 
discrimination and in full equality before the law in accordance with the Declaration on the Rights of Persons 
Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities.
The persons belonging to minorities have the right to enjoy their own culture, to profess and practise their 
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own religion and to use their own language in private and in public, freely and without interference or any 
form of discrimination.

20.	 The World Conference on Human Rights recognizes the inherent dignity and the unique contribution of in-
digenous people to the development and plurality of society and strongly reaffirms the commitment of the 
international community to their economic, social and cultural well-being and their enjoyment of the fruits 
of sustainable development. […]

21.	 […] National and international mechanisms and programmes should be strengthened for the defence and 
protection of children, in particular, the girl-child, abandoned children, street children, economically and 
sexually exploited children, including through child pornography, child prostitution or sale of organs, chil-
dren victims of diseases including acquired immunodeficiency syndrome, refugee and displaced children, 
children in detention, children in armed conflict, as well as children victims of famine and drought and other 
emergencies. […] 

22.	 Special attention needs to be paid to ensuring non-discrimination, and the equal enjoyment of all human 
rights and fundamental freedoms by disabled persons, including their active participation in all aspects of 
society.

23.	 The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms that everyone, without distinction of any kind, is entitled 
to the right to seek and to enjoy in other countries asylum from persecution, as well as the right to return to 
one’s own country. […]

24.	 Great importance must be given to the promotion and protection of the human rights of persons belonging 
to groups which have been rendered vulnerable, including migrant workers, the elimination of all forms of 
discrimination against them, and the strengthening and more effective implementation of existing human 
rights instruments. […]

25.	 The World Conference on Human Rights affirms that extreme poverty and social exclusion constitute a vio-
lation of human dignity and that urgent steps are necessary to achieve better knowledge of extreme poverty 
and its causes, including those related to the problem of development, in order to promote the human rights 
of the poorest, and to put an end to extreme poverty and social exclusion and to promote the enjoyment of 
the fruits of social progress. It is essential for States to foster participation by the poorest people in the de-
cision-making process by the community in which they live, the promotion of human rights and efforts to 
combat extreme poverty. […]

27.	 Every State should provide an effective framework of remedies to redress human rights grievances or vio-
lations. […]

28.	 The World Conference on Human Rights expresses its dismay at massive violations of human rights espe-
cially in the form of genocide, “ethnic cleansing” and systematic rape of women in war situations, creating 
mass exodus of refugees and displaced persons. While strongly condemning such abhorrent practices it 
reiterates the call that perpetrators of such crimes be punished and such practices immediately stopped. […]

30.	 The World Conference on Human Rights also expresses its dismay and condemnation that gross and sys-
tematic violations and situations that constitute serious obstacles to the full enjoyment of all human rights 
continue to occur in different parts of the world. Such violations and obstacles include, as well as torture 
and cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment or punishment, summary and arbitrary executions, disappear-
ances, arbitrary detentions, all forms of racism, racial discrimination and apartheid, foreign occupation and 
alien domination, xenophobia, poverty, hunger and other denials of economic, social and cultural rights, 
religious intolerance, terrorism, discrimination against women and lack of the rule of law.

31.	 The World Conference on Human Rights calls upon States to refrain from any unilateral measure not in 
accordance with international law and the Charter of the United Nations that creates obstacles to trade rela-
tions among States and impedes the full realization of the human rights set forth in the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights and international human rights instruments, in particular the rights of everyone to a 
standard of living adequate for their health and well-being, including food and medical care, housing and 
the necessary social services. The World Conference on Human Rights affirms that food should not be used 
as a tool for political pressure. […]

33.	 The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms that States are duty-bound, as stipulated in the Universal 
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Declaration of Human Rights and the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and 
in other international human rights instruments, to ensure that education is aimed at strengthening the re-
spect of human rights and fundamental freedoms. […]

34.	 Increased efforts should be made to assist countries which so request to create the conditions whereby each 
individual can enjoy universal human rights and fundamental freedoms. Governments, the United Nations 
system as well as other multilateral organizations are urged to increase considerably the resources allocated 
to programmes aiming at the establishment and strengthening of national legislation, national institutions 
and related infrastructures which uphold the rule of law and democracy, electoral assistance, human rights 
awareness through training, teaching and education, popular participation and civil society. […]

35.	 The full and effective implementation of United Nations activities to promote and protect human rights must 
reflect the high importance accorded to human rights by the Charter of the United Nations and the demands 
of the United Nations human rights activities, as mandated by Member States. To this end, United Nations 
human rights activities should be provided with increased resources. […]

38.	 The World Conference on Human Rights recognizes the important role of non-governmental organizations 
in the promotion of all human rights and in humanitarian activities at national, regional and international 
levels. […] Non-governmental organizations should be free to carry out their human rights activities, with-
out interference, within the framework of national law and the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. […]

IIB. Equality, dignity and tolerance
1. Racism, racial discrimination, xenophobia and other forms of intolerance
19.	 The World Conference on Human Rights considers the elimination of racism and racial discrimination, in 

particular in their institutionalized forms such as apartheid or resulting from doctrines of racial superiority 
or exclusivity or contemporary forms and manifestations of racism, as a primary objective for the interna-
tional community and a worldwide promotion programme in the field of human rights. […]

20.	 The World Conference on Human Rights urges all Governments to take immediate measures and to de-
velop strong policies to prevent and combat all forms and manifestations of racism, xenophobia or related 
intolerance, where necessary by enactment of appropriate legislation, including penal measures, and by the 
establishment of national institutions to combat such phenomena. […]

 
2. Persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities […]
26.	 The World Conference on Human Rights urges States and the international community to promote and pro-

tect the rights of persons belonging to national or ethnic, religious and linguistic minorities in accordance 
with the Declaration on the Rights of Persons belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Mi-
norities.

27.	 Measures to be taken, where appropriate, should include facilitation of their full participation in all aspects 
of the political, economic, social, religious and cultural life of society and in the economic progress and de-
velopment in their country. 

Indigenous people […]
31.	 The World Conference on Human Rights urges States to ensure the full and free participation of indige-

nous people in all aspects of society, in particular in matters of concern to them. […]

Migrant workers
33.	 The World Conference on Human Rights urges all States to guarantee the protection of the human rights 

of all migrant workers and their families. […]

3. The equal status and human rights of women […]
38.	 In particular, the World Conference on Human Rights stresses the importance of working towards the elim-

ination of violence against women in public and private life, the elimination of all forms of sexual harass-
ment, exploitation and trafficking in women, the elimination of gender bias in the administration of justice 
and the eradication of any conflicts which may arise between the rights of women and the harmful effects of 
certain traditional or customary practices, cultural prejudices and religious extremism. […]
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39.	 The World Conference on Human Rights urges the eradication of all forms of discrimination against women, 
both hidden and overt. […]

4. The rights of the child […]
48.	 The World Conference on Human Rights urges all States, with the support of international cooperation, to 

address the acute problem of children under especially difficult circumstances. Exploitation and abuse of 
children should be actively combated, including by addressing their root causes. […] 

5. Freedom from torture […]
56.	 The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms that under human rights law and international human-

itarian law, freedom from torture is a right which must be protected under all circumstances, including in 
times of internal or international disturbance or armed conflicts.

57.	 The World Conference on Human Rights therefore urges all States to put an immediate end to the practice of 
torture and eradicate this evil forever through full implementation of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights as well as the relevant conventions and, where necessary, strengthening of existing mechanisms. […]

Enforced disappearances
62.	 […] The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms that it is the duty of all States, under any cir-

cumstances, to make investigations whenever there is reason to believe that an enforced disappearance 
has taken place on a territory under their jurisdiction and, if allegations are confirmed, to prosecute its 
perpetrators.

6. The rights of the disabled person
63.	 The World Conference on Human Rights reaffirms that all human rights and fundamental freedoms are uni-

versal and thus unreservedly include persons with disabilities. […]
64.	 The place of disabled persons is everywhere. Persons with disabilities should be guaranteed equal opportu-

nity through the elimination of all socially determined barriers, be they physical, financial, social or psycho-
logical, which exclude or restrict full participation in society. […]

D. Human rights education
78.	 The World Conference on Human Rights considers human rights education, training and public information 

essential for the promotion and achievement of stable and harmonious relations among communities and for 
fostering mutual understanding, tolerance and peace.

79.	 States should strive to eradicate illiteracy and should direct education towards the full development of the 
human personality and to the strengthening of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. The 
World Conference on Human Rights calls on all States and institutions to include human rights, humani-
tarian law, democracy and rule of law as subjects in the curricula of all learning institutions in formal and 
non-formal settings.

80.	 Human rights education should include peace, democracy, development and social justice, as set forth in in-
ternational and regional human rights instruments, in order to achieve common understanding and aware-
ness with a view to strengthening universal commitment to human rights. […]




