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GENOCIDE & MASS ATROCITY: WHAT is genocide?

There is not just one definition of genocide. Scholars around the world continue todebate what 
kinds of actions or targeted groups should be included in the definition.  The most commonly cited 
definition for genocide is the legal definition as set out by the United Nations Convention on the 
Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide (1948):

[G]enocide means any of the following acts committed with intent to 
destroy, in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial or religious group, 
as such:

(a) Killing members of the group;

(b) Causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of the group;

(c) Deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated to bring 
about its physical destruction in whole or in part;

(d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the group;

(e) Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group.

Discussion:

1.	 What sets the concept of genocide apart from the concept of murder?

2.	 This definition states that killing could be genocide if it is directed toward a national, ethnical, 
racial, or religious group. Are there other groups missing from the UN’s definition?

3.	 Are you surprised by any of the acts? Do you think there are other ways of committing 
genocide?
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